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Little Bollington- How Our Children Learn SCIENCE

Through Faith, we are changing our lives for the better, forever
How is this reflected in our Science Curriculum?

Through our science curriculum we learn about and celebrate differences between a range of Scientists, both historically and in modern Science, from a range
of backgrounds, ethnicities, gender and religions. We learn how to work well as a team during group work and investigations, listening to others and respecting
their contributions. We learn to respect our environment and know our responsibility to look after it for future generations.
Through scientific learning and working scientifically, our children foster a love of Science enabling them to be the scientists of the future so they too can make
the lives of others better.

Our Intent

Science should aim to inspire a curiosity and fascination about the world around us in all pupils. At Little Bollington, confidence and competence in the full range
of practical skills will be developed through planning and carrying out scientific investigations. Equipped with scientific knowledge, pupils can make connections,
ask questions and understand the uses and implications of science for today and in the future. We aim for the children at Little Bollington to use their secure
scientific knowledge and the ability to understand what ‘working like a Scientist’ looks like to understand the world around them and how this can shape their
future. Through a very hands on, practical approach we aim to foster and develop children’s enjoyment of science.

Our Children

Our children come to us with a wide variety of experiences of the world around them, so our curriculum ensures we utilise prior knowledge and exposes
children to new knowledge and experiences. Pre-assessment opportunities are built into every unit of learning, so we understand the prior learning that is
secure and areas that need developing, and these are explicitly planned for. We aim to continually develop our children’s confidence to express their learning
and opinions. Our children are curious and keen to learn through first hand experiences and our Science curriculum is firmly based in scientific enquiry and
working scientifically.



Our Learning Threads

Working Scientifically Skills Enquiry Skills

Our Implementation

At our school, the requirements of the Science Curriculum are taught using an investigative approach to learning. Our science curriculum is delivered through
termly units, following the Plymouth Scheme of Work which is designed around the National Curriculum statements for Knowledge, Working Scientifically and
Scientific Enquiry. Each of the units shows progression in the key scientific knowledge and concepts. Working Scientifically skills are embedded into lessons to
ensure these skills are being developed throughout the pupil’s school career. As scientists at Little Bollington, the pupils are taught to question, observe, classify,
predict, create a fair test and analyse outcomes through a variety of practical investigations ensuring science learning is meaningful and fun. Pupils learn key
vocabulary/scientific terminology to be able to explain processes and outcomes accurately and through a range of scientific enquiry. The curriculum at our school
is carefully mapped out across our 2-year rolling programme to ensure that pupils acquire knowledge, vocabulary and skills in a well-thought out and progressive
manner. To ensure that the children’s schema in each area of science is secure recall and recapping of key concepts from previous years and terms is built into
each unit of learning. Wherever possible and appropriate we will enrich the Science curriculum with educational visits and visitors to school.



Our Impact

As a result of our high quality and carefully structured Science curriculum children acquire the age-related knowledge and skills to progress as a scientist.
We aim to ensure that:
•The school has a positive STEM culture
•Children have a sense of excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena
•Children understand how science can be used to explain what is occurring, predict how things will behave and analyse course. Making links with previous learning
and experiences.
•Children communicate clearly using key scientific vocabulary
•Children can plan investigations to answer questions created by themselves or their teachers.

We measure the impact of the science curriculum by:
• Assessing children’s understanding of topic-linked vocabulary before and after the unit is taught.
• Marking of written work in books
• Using termly learning tasks to assess understanding
• ‘Pupil voice’ present in books and on displays.
• Book scrutiny and peer moderation with opportunities for dialogue between teachers to discuss and understand their class’s work.

The science leader will continually monitor the impact of science throughout the school to ensure progress of knowledge and skills is being taught. In addition, the
science leader will continue to access CPD in order to identify new activities and learning opportunities that will keep the subject fresh, exciting and relevant for an
ever-changing world.
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